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HLLIAM THE SILENT, 
PRINCE OF ORANGE. 




EARLY YEAI^p, 



S^. T is our pnrpose, in 
I'i lowing pages, to <"■ 



the M- 



I soma ' 
I account of the hfe and cha- 
'■ raeter of William the Silent, 
I find of the timea in which he hved. 
'^ He w&s indeed a great man; few 
' greater have ever lived. As one 
raised up by Divine Providence for the accom- 
phshment of an important work, he was endowed 
with every qualification which that work required 
1 of sincere and esemplaiy piety, no one 
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cTer eervad hia country with a purer patriotiam, 
or s, more complete and self- denying ilisintereBt- 
edneBB, Placed in the most trying and difficult 
circumstances, he exercised tha most heroic for- 
titude. In the Btrugglo which resulted in the 
formation of the Dutch republic, and the espal- 
sion from its soil of the Inquisition and the 
Spanish tyranny, he took the most prominent 
and responsihle part. Its history is hia bio* 



The life of 'William of Nassau, Prince of 
Orange, sumamed "The Silent," waa a noble 
Christian epic; it secured the independence of 
his country, and laid the foundation of a com- 
monwealth which became a first-rate naval 
power, and the seat of a vast commercial em- 
pire. If his career had not been cut short by 
the bullet of a fanatic, prompted by Jesuits, 
and hired by the Spanish Government, it i3 
probable that the whole of the Netherlands 
Tonld have been dehvered from a foreign yoke, 
and that one free and prosperous community 
would have been formed of the Seventeen Pro- 
vinces, instead of the United Seven. 

William did not gain his famous appellative by 
any habitual taciturnity. So far from resembling 
in any degree a mute, he was in private life 
remaikably afTable and cheerful ; and on many 
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great public occaBions he proved himself the most, 
eloquent speaker and writer of liia age, His 
bitterest opponents admit his great abilities, and 
bear testimony to the comprehensiveneas of Ma 
intellect, his knowledge of human natcre, the 
profundity of his views, and Ms addresB and 
capacity in the conduct of state -affairs. He was 
well acquainted with hi story, and spoke and wrote 
several languages with facility. But while he 
had in perfection the silver faculty of speech, he 
had also the golden talent and gift which has 
usually characterized the wise, — the power of 
silence : and it was his rare discretion and self- 
commaud, in circumstances the most unexpected 
and trying, and at an important crisis in the 
affairs of his country and of Christendom, that 
gained for him the title, by which his contempo- 
raries distinguished him, and which history still 
associates with his name. 

The Kasaaw family first became known in the 
eleventh century. Adolphus, who belonged to 
the elder or German branch, became Emperor 
the thirteenth century. The younger branch 
retained the petty sovereignty of Nassau-Dillen- 
hourg, btit fised its residence in the Netherlands, 
One of Wilham'a ancestors was John, Duke of 
Gueldrea, whose two sons divided the inheritance, 
iliam of Nassau succeeded to the German 
B 2 
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eatates, and became a convert to the Reformation. 
Henry, the eldest, inherited Luxembourg, 
Brabant, Flanders, and Holland. Cliarlea Y. 
•was his pupil, and by his influence obtained 
the imperial crown. In 1515, be married the 
Bister of Prince Phihhett of Orange, who, on the 
death of the Constable de Bourbon, became 
commander of the imperial army, made Pop© 
Clement VII. a captive, defeated the French, 
and took their general prisoner. Eena de 
Nassau succeeded Henry, and thus the httle 
principality of Orange, situate between Dauphine 
and Languedoc in France, passed to the family 
of Nassau. 

In 1544, Charles V. invaded France, but was 
detained sis weeks by the siege of St. Dizier, 
where be lost a great part of his army, and, among 
the rest. Prince Ei^nt was killed. The prince, 
dying childless, was succeeded by his nephew, 
eon of his father's brother William, who had ik 
numerous family. The youth who thus at eleven 
years of age became William I, of Orange, was 
our hero, surnamed "The Silent." His mother 
was a woman of exemplary character. Her letters 
to her illnstrious eons, in their seasons of gloom 
and adversity, breathe a spirit of Christian piety 
and unshaken faith, while they display her tender 
Bolioitade for their welfare. To the last ehe reeom- 
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imeiide them, in the midst of their dangers and 
trials, ever to put their trust in God. Among 
the mothera of great men, she holds a fore- 
most place : and if the ancient Romans erected 
a statne to " Cornelia, the Mother of the Gracchi," 
Juliana of Stolberg deserves a still higher 
place, as the mother of William of Orange, 
Connts Louis, Adolphus Henry, and John, of 
Kassan. 

William, having at so early an age succeeded 
to such great posseseiona, was sent for education 
to the Emperor's court in BrtiBBels, where, aa the 
nephew of Henry, the Emperor's friend, he was 
cordially received, and became a page in the 
femily of Charlea ; who, with hia usual sagacity, 
soon discerned the talents and character of the 
jouth. William's father was a Lutheran. In 
that profession he bad brought up his aon, thna 
laying the foundation of his moral and religioQB 
■character, if too nefjligent of the superstructure. 
In the imperial household, the boy's plastic mind 
readily took ita impression from those around him, 
*nd William conformed to tha creed fashionable 
at court. At fifteen he had become the intimate 
.and almost the confidential friend of the Emperor. 
Eia presence was allowed in interviews with the 
.highest personages, and in discussions the most 
important : so high an opinion had the Emperor 
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of his page'e discretion, Thns Lis fftculties. natu- 
rally keen and clear, received au early and extra- 
ordinary development. By this probation and 
training he acqnired the habit of obser\-iiig men's 
actions, and silently pondering their motives. 
On one occaBion, Charles V, Tras not ashamed 
openly to acknowledge that this young man had 
made BUggestions to him which would haveescaped 
his own sagacity. Before he was twenty-one, he 
was selected by the Emperor, in preference to 
Count Egmont and several other distinguiBbed 
warriors, to command the army on the French 
frontier ; and the manner in which he acquitted 
himself in this high command waB snch as to 
justify his appointment. 

On the 25th of October, 1556, the Estates of 
the Netherlands were asEembled in the great hall 
of the palace at BrusEels, to witness the abdication 
of Charles Y. He had been deeply mortified by 
the reverses which had latterly eclipsed the early 
splendours of his reign, and overthrown his che- 
rished policy ; and although but fifty-five years of 
age, this puissant monarch was crippled with gout, 
broken in health, and exhausted with mental 
ansiety and physical exertion. He took his seat, 
for the last time, in the chair of state, on one 
side of which was placed his son, and on tho 
ptber lie Bister, the Queeg pf Hungary, regent of 
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the Netherlands ; iritL a splenditl ratmna of the 
princes of the empire, and grandeee of Spain, 
standing hehind him. By his command, the 
president of the council explained his inten- 
tion in calling this extraordinary meeting of 
the Eatateu; and then read the deed bywhioh 
Charles Burrendered to his son Philip all his I 
territories, jurisdiction, and authority in the 1 
Netherlands. 

Charles then rose from Ma seat. As he was 
Buffering from gout, he heekoned to him the 
young man on whose arm he had leaned 
on entering the hall. This was 'William 
Frince of Orange, who had been summoned 
tcom the camp on the frontier to he present 
at this great solemnity. He was taU and 
handsome, twenty-two years of age, with dark 
brown hair, small head, regular features, a broad 
brow, already marked with the lines of careful 
thought, and full, brown eyes, expressive of deep 
reflection. He was dressed in the rich costume 
of the Netherlands, which in magnificence 
exceeded that of all other nations, and which 
seemed most suitable to the ceremonial. The 
Emperor, leaning on his crutch, and on the 
shoulder of WJUiam of Orange, delivered a parting 
address to this august and splendid audience ; and 
1 suitable reply wae made. The proceedings 
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having been broaght to a close, Charles, leaning 
on the shoulders of the Prince of Orange and of 
the Count de Boren, slowly left the hall, followed 
by Philip, the Queen of Hungary, and the wholo 
court ; and so the ceremony ended. 




I epects, William of Orange 
- pasEfid from the service of the 
ij Emperor Charles V. to that of the 
_ V monarch, Phihp II., King of 

^^E,' Spain, and Bovereign of the 
Netherlands, who, on Bucceeding to this extensive 
authority hy bis father's abdication, took an oath 
to snpport all the eonstitntions and privileges of 
the country withont reservation. But although 
the people of the Netherlands, aesnred by these 
promises, hailed his accession with every demon- 
etration of loyalty, the manner in which Philip 
met their acclamations was cold and repnlsive, bo 
that the impression which he made on them was 
far from favourable. 

Philip, who posses Bed Eome good qualitiea, 
ticularly those of immense industry) great , 
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patience, and a coolness which would have done 
honour to a philoBopher,* is recognised in the 
roll of Caetilian princes as " The Prudent." 
TJnhappily, the training which he had received 
led him to regard wdfonniti/ of religiotiB opinion, 
profession, and worship, as the corner-stone of 
his government. One of the earhest measures, 
therefore, of his reign was to re-enact the terrible 
edict which his father had pnhlished in the 
Hetherlanda in 1660. By this edict, no one was 
to print, write, copy, keep, conceal, buy, or give 
away any book or writing made by Luther or 
any of the Eeformers ; nor converse on or discuss 
the Holy Scriptures, openly or secretly; nor 
teach or esponnd them, unless he had studied 
theology, and been approved by some university. 
The penalty of doing any of these was, "to be 
executed, the men with the svrord, the women to 
he buried ahve, if they do vol persist in their 

■ The foUoning anecdote of bim falls little ehort of that 
lelated of Sir Iiaao Newton aud hiE dog Diamond : — 
Philip, haTing late at night written a diapatcb, to be sent 
on the fallowing morning, handed it to liia Beocetnty to 
throw Bomo sand over it. Having been dazing aud Haddenl; 
roDSed, the eeoietary, 8ns,lching np the intetattd, emptied 
it on tho dispatch. The King cooUj remarlied, that "it 
TFoald have been better to have nsed the aand," And he 
Est himself down, without auj complaint, to re-wnte tha 
whole of tlie letter. 
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errors; if they do persist in thsm, tiiey -wbtq. 
to be executed witli fire; all their propertyinboth. 
cases being confiscated to the crown." 

These penalties were extended to anch as weie- 
snapected of heresy, or who should lodge, enter- 
tain, supply with food, fire, or clothing, or 
otherwise favour, any heretic or any one 
suspected to be such. It gave the iuformer ou& 
half the property of the accused, if under 
£100, and one tenth of any amount above that, 
sum. 

It was by the advice of the wily Bishop of AiTas. 
(afterwards Cardinal Granvelle) that this edict 
was re-enacted by Phihp, as the popularity of his- 
father'B name was expected to sanction the 
horrible system ofcoerciou and persecution which 
had been resolved on. The war with France,, 
which Charles had bequeathed to his son, pre- 
vented for a time the vigorous execution of this- 
scheme. After a brilhant victory over the French, 
obtained hy Count Egmont at St. Quentin, and 
another at Gravehnes, Henry II. of France was. 
eager to make peace on any terms ; and WilHam 
of Orange and the Duke of Alva were appointed. 
aePhihp's commissioners to make the preliminary 
arrangements, confirmed soon after by th& 
Treaty of Chateau-CumbreBiB, April, 1559, so 
fanmiliating to France, and so triumphant for 



la 

Spain. Thns was Philip, who had been deeply 
indebted to the Prince of Orange for hia couneel 
in conducting the war, not less indebted to him 
for the aid which he had afforded in the negotia- 
tions for peace. It was one of the provisions of 
this treaty, that the French King should select 
four hostages from among the subjects of King 
Philip, to accompany him to Paris as pledges for 
its due esecutiou. The persons chosen were the 
Prince of Orange, the Duke of Alva, the Duke of 
Aersehot, and Count Egmont. 

While at the French court, the Prinee of 
Orange made a discovery — in some sense 
accidental, in the highest degree providential — 
which determined the whole course of his after- 
life ; a discovery the importance of which cannot 
be overrated. While hunting with the king in 
the forest of Tincennes, the Prince and Henry, 
happening to be separated &om the rest of the 
company, found themselves for some time alone 
together. Henry's miad was naturally full of the 
great scheme which had just been secretly formed 
between Philip and himself, to eradicate the 
Eeformation by a general extirpation of Protest- 
fints. Philip had been most ansions to conolnde 
the pvblie treaty with France, that he might the 
Booner be able to negotiate the wcret convention, 
by which their Most Cathohc and Most ChristiaQ 
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Majesties were Bolemnly to bind themBelves to 
masBacre all tlie converta to the Eeformed faith 
in Trance and the Netherlands. Thia conspiracy 
of the two most potent sovereigns in Europe, 
against the lives of their own subjects, was thft 
affair nearest the hearts of both. Alva, William's 
fellow-hostage, was plenipotentiary forconducting 
this more delicate and important arrangement. 
The French monarch, not supposing that the 
Prince of Orange could be ignorant of the plot, 
but beheving him to be a party to it, began a 
conversation with him on the subject, in ■ 
course of which he opened the whole to biia ■ 
■without reserve. With cynical minuteness ha\ 
laid before bis discreet but astonished companion 
the particulars of the arrangement, and the 
manner in which all heretics, of whatever class, 
ranit, or station, were to he discovered and 
massacred at the most convenient season. For 
the furtherance of the scheme in the Netherlands, 
the Spanish regiments might be depended on as 
exceedingly efficient. 

The Prince, while attentively listening to a 
this, though horror-struck and indignant at tl 
contemplated perfidy and inhumanity no' 
fided to him, held his peace and hept his counte- 
nance. The King was not at all aware that, in 
opening to Alva'a colleague and PhiUp's plenipo- i 
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teotiaiy this mysterious business, be li&d given 
--a wft Tiin g of inestimable value to tlie ma.ii who 
was destined by Providence to reeiBt the machina- 
iiona of Philip and the fierce cruelty of Alva. It 
was from the tranquil manner in which ha 
received these astounding communications of 
Henry, without betraying his feehnge, or esciting 
in that MonaKch any suspicion of the enormons 
blunder he was committing, that "William of 
Orange acquired the name by which he is 
known in history. From that hour his pnrpOEe 
was unalterably fised. A few days after, he 
obtained permission to visit the Netherlands, 
where he employed his utmost influence to awaken 
the strongest and most general opposition to the 
continuance in that country of the Spanish 
troops ; although, much against hie will, he and 
Egmont had been appointed their joint com- 
manders. Hb felt then, to use his own words, 
"that an Inquisition for the Netherlands, more 
cruel than that of Spain, had been resolved on, 
since it would need but to look askance upon an 
image to be cast into the flames." As yet he *aB 
a Catholic, without any sympathy with Reformers 
or their cause ; yet he could not, he said, " but 
feel compassion for so many virtuous men and 
women, thus devoted to massacre;" and he 
■determined to save them, if he could. 
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Soon after tlila, Henry passed from life to the 
BTipreme tribunal, having been pierced in the eye 
by the lance of Montmorency, at a tournament 
held amidst the rejoicings for the peace. His 
death, and the temporizing policy of the Queen 
Eegeut, Catherine de We die is, deferred the 
execution of the scheme in France till fourteen 
years after; when, in imitation of the "Sicilian 
Vespers," the masBacre of Huguenots took place 
on St. Bartholomew's day. 

But its esecntion by Phihp was commenced 
without delay : and the Netherlands were now to 
become the Thermopylie of the Eeformation, with 
"Wilham the Silent for its Leonidas. It was the 
debatable ground, where it had to contend for 
its esistenoewith the Established Church of Eome, 
— the important arena, where civil and religious 
liberty had to sustain a protracted war against 
the Inquisition, and all the might of Spain and 
its government. Phihp, on quitting the provinces, 
had appointed his half-sister, the Buchess 
Margaret of Parma, Eegent of the Netherlands, 
with Glranvelle, Bishop of Arras, for her prime 
minister. She was thirty-seven years of age, an 
enthusiastic Eomanist, who had eat at the feet of 
Loyola. The founder of the Jesuits had been 
her confessor and spiritual guide. Carefully 
educated in tbo MachiaveUJan and Medicean. 
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Bchool of politics, she was an adept in dissimnla- 
tioQ, which formed the chief part of Etatesmanslup 
at the coTirt of Charles V. and his eon Philip. 

Before Philip quitted the Netherlands, the 
BBBembled Estates were addressed with great 
eloquence by the Biahop of Arras, who exhorted 
them to trample heresy and heretics out of 
existence, but said not one word on the subject 
nearest their hearts, the withdrawal of the Spanish 
troops ; and instead of a reduction of the taxation 
nnder which the country had so long groaned, a, 
new levy of considerable amount was demanded. 
The reply ofthe deputies was loyal in theestreme: 
they were ready to place at his Majesty's disposal 
not only the remains of their property, bat even 
their lives, to the last drop of their hlood. They 
had voted the contingents as requested, but had 
made the withdrawal of the troops an espresa 
antecedent condition to the paymeut of their 
respective quotas. There was also drawn up, in 
the name of the States-General, and signed by 
the Prince of Orange, Count Egmont, and many 
of the leading nobility, a remonstrance, which 
was formally presented to the King, before the 
adjournment of the Assembly. It represented 
the "pillaging, insults, and disorders" daily- 
committed by the foreign soldiery ; and alleged 
that the burden had become intolerable, so th&t. 
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tlie inhabitants of many largs towns aad villages 
had abandoned tbsir bomes, ratber tban remain 
longer exposed to Bucb insolottce and oppression. 
Tbe King could not conceal bis rage at the 
conditions of the grant : but when tbe remon- 
strance was presented, in spite of bis constitu- 
tional torpidity, bis fury was uu controllable. He 
rose from hia seat, and rushed impetuously from 
the asaembly. He took leave of tlie Estates at a 
subsequent meeting, and with apparently better 
feeling. He had resumed his habitual calmness 
and prudence. It was thought advisable to dis- 
semble. His displeasure was manifest ; but it ' 
expressed itself chiefly against individuals. His 
anger at the course pursued by tbe leading nobles, 
especially the Prince of Orange, was ah-eady no 
secret. He set out for Flushing, escorted by tbft 
Duchess Eegent, tbe Duke of Savoy, and many 
of tbe moat eminent personages of tbe provinces. 
Among them William of Orange was in attend- 
ance, to witness Philip's final departure from tbe 
Netherlands for Spain, and to pay him his fare- 
well respects. As the King proceeded on board, 
his eyes lighted on tbe Prince. His displeasure 
could DO longer be restrained. With angiy looks 
he turned upon him, and bitterly reproached him 
for having thwarted all bis plans by means of 
" "^secret intrigues. William courteously and 
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humbly replied, that all which had occurred had 
been done through the regular and natural move- 
mentB of the States. On this the King, in a violent 
rage, seized the Prince by the wrist, and shaldag 
it, exclaimed in SpaniKh, " Xo los Estailos, ma vos, 
vos, ros ! " " Not the Estates, hut you, you, you!" 
— vo.t being considered as disreepeetful in addrese- 
ing a person as toi in French, or tlwu in English. 
After this coarse and public insult, WiUiam, from 
the shore, wished Philip a fortunate voyage, with- 
out venturing on board His Majesty's vesBel. 
Then, as on mauy Eubsequent occasions, hie 
caution served him like a guardian angel. 

It had been the policy of the Emperor and of 
Philip to confer high offices — civil, military, and 
diplomatic — on the leading nobles, by which they 
incurred enormous espensea, without any corre- 
sponding salaries. That of the Prince of Orange, 
when general -in-chief on the frontiers, was not 
more than one-sixth of his necessary expenditure; 
and not enough, as he said, " to pay the aervants 
of his tent." His embassy to carry the imperial 
crown to Ferdinand, and his residence as a hostage 
in Paris, were very expensive, and he received 
no salary. He was, moreover, generons and 
hospitable, even to profusion. Like most of the 
aristocracy, therefore, he was considerably em- 
barrassed. But he had already taken active p 
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enres to regulate luid reduce his establishment. 
He was ttt this period of his life without any 
decided religious principles, complying with the 
rites and forma of the church, convivial in 
his habits, well-bred, famihar, yet dignified ; 
honoured and beloved by the whole community. 
He was in his twenty- seventh year, rich, powerful, 
of sovereign rank, and a widower. He had two 
children, PhiUp and Marj', by Ann of Egmont, 
daughter of Count de Buren, and the greatest 
heiress in the Netherlands. At the time of their 
marriage they were both eighteen years of age. 
The Prince's letters to bis wife indicated his ten- 
demeEs and contentment. She died in 1558, 
after seven years of wedded life. 




E state of morals among tbe 
.1 istocfac y of the Netlierlanda 
[ uas low. Not only excessive 
- extravagance, but gambling 
1 drmilicnness prevailed esten- 
;Jy To amend this condition of 
' thmgB the Eefoi-mation was neoes- 
Bary ; and Providence, in its infinite wisdom, saw 
that for its correction a terrible and protracted 
Beason of adversity wae aleo rer[uired. But the 
state of the people was different. The season of 
endurance and martyrdoLQ had lasted loc^, and 
was to last longer ; but there were symptoms 
that it might be succeeded by a period of active 
resistanoe. The Netherland revolt against the 
Spanish Government was not an aristocratic, but 
a popular, movement, though not a democratic 
one. Neither prince nor people claimed a jot 
more freedom than they and their fathers had 
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been accnstomed to ; Buch as had been Beeurad I 
to them by ancient charters and legal enactmente, 
which Philip's coronation- oath bound Lim to 
respect. The people bad no desire to throw off 
their allegiance to Philip as their sovereign ; but 
tliey were determined to worship God according 
to conscience, and to recover and maintain the 
civil and political hbei-tieswlueh had been enjoyed 
and tranemitted by their aneeBtors. 

The public discontent wae gathering slowly, and 
it was long before it passed the limits of control. 
The final outburst was delayed, and might have 
been reasonably expected sooner than it came. 
In an age of discovei-y, of revived literature, and 
of the printing-press, it was not likely that the 
best informed and most energetic people in Europe 
would submit with tamenees to have imposed on 
them and their posterity the yoke of the Inqui- 
fiitdon, or fail to sympathize with the great eflorta 
then making to Ehake off that spiritual domination 
vbicb bad so long paralysed the intellect and 
efforts of mankind. lu the Netherlands, attach- 
zaent to Home had never been intense ; and the i 
earlier sects of dissenters from its dogmas Lad ] 
found there numerous converts and martyrs. It 
was, therefore, inevitable that, in the popular 
heart, there should now be a response to the 
deeper agitation which was shaking ChriBtendom 
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to its very oentre. la sncli a condition of tha 
pnblio raind in the Netherland provinceB, and with 
Buoh a Bystem of goTemment as Philip and his 
Council had resolved on, and were obstinately 
determined to carry out, the rcEnlt might eaEily 
have been foteBeen. The conntry was now abont 
to enter on a period of unprecedented trial and 
calamity. It was a great episode ; the longest, 
the darkest, the bloodiest, and the most important 
in the sublime epic of the Eeformation. 

The execution of the edicts was now to be re- 
sumed with vigour. The four bishoprics veto 
expanded into three archbishoprics and fifteen 
bishoprics ; the Papal Bull ordaining that "each 
bishop should appoint nine additional prebenda- 
ries, who were to assist them in the matter of the In. 
quisition throughout the bishopric, two of whom 
were to be themselves Inquisitors." By these 
measures PhUip hoped once and for ever to crash 
heresy in the Netherlands, as it had been in Spain ; 
and to enforce them it was resolved that the 
Spanish troops should be kept in the provinces. 
The Netherlanders, who had for centuriea been 
accustomed to a large degree of civil freedom, 
appealed to their ancient constitutions, which 
Philip had solemnly sworn to maintain. 

Foremost in opposition was the Prince of 
Orange, who, though a Catholic, had no sympathj 
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with persecution. He omitted no remonstrance I 
on the subject, but memonalized the Duchces 
Begent, GraavelJe, and the King ; and hia efforts 
were seconded byEgmont, Berghen, and several 
other influential nobles. Ihe bishop s 
necessity of temporizing. He wrote to Philip, 
recommending that the word " Inquisitor" should 
be omitted from the new decree. If the Inqoi- 
eition could be practised, and the heretics burned, 
he was in favour of its being done in the least 
ofEensive manner. But, with all hia elotiuence, ] 
he failed to obviate the popular objection, 
present, indignation was directed against one part I 
of the machinery of oppresaion, the Spanish troops, 
of whose insolence and pillage men were weary. 
The King had promised their withdrawal ; but, 
with hia customary bad faith, had, on various 
pretences, kept them there fourteen monthslonger, 
with the secret purpose just referred to. 

In 1561, the Prince of Orange, having been a | 
widower three years, married Anna, niece of the 1 
Elector Augnatua "the Pious," grand -daughter 
of the tandgravo Philip of Hesse, the victim to 
the force and fraud of Charles V., and daughter 
of the Elector Maurice, who had hunted the 
Emperor through the mountains of Tyrol, com- 
pelled the peace of Passau, overthrown the Papal 
dominion in Germany, and Castrated Philip's 
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election ns King of the Eomans. Philip's coneent 
was necessary, au d the relatives of the FrinceBB 
were peculiarly obnoxious to him. Those rela- 
tives were opposed to her marrying a Papist. 
William, who, at tliis time, was an easy, indif- 
ferent Catholic, averse to Papal persecution, 
reijuired that, as his wife, she should "live 
Catliolically," and be considered a meniher of the 
chnrch to which he himself belonged. At length 
all difficulties being i-emoved, the wedding took 
place at Leipsic, on St. Bartholomew's day, and 
was celebrated with regal splendour. 

To give the reader a more vivid impression of 
the system superintended at this period in the 
Netherlands by the ecclesiftstical ant horities, with 
Cardinal Grauvelle at their head, we particulatizG 
a few facts as examples and illustrations. 

The following entries have been taken from 
the register of municipal expenses at Tournay ; — 

" To Mr. Jacques Barra, executioner, for having 
tortured twice Jean de Lannoy, ten sous. 

" To the same for having executed by fire said 
Lannoy, sisty sous. For having thrown his cin- 
ders into the river, eight sous." 

This had been the treatment of thousands in 
the Provinces. Men, wom en, and children were 
burned, and their " cinders " thrown into the 
river, or their ashes sea ttfred to the winds, for 
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idle words Bgainst Rome, epoken yeai's before, for 
prating alone in their cloEets, for not kneeling 
to a ■wafer when lliey met it in the sti-eets, for 
thoughts to which they never gave utterance, bat 
which on being intenogated tbey were too honest 
to deny. Of one, who filled the office of Inqni- 
eitor for many years, it is told, he burned men 
for idle words or Euspected thoughts ; he rarely 
waited for deeds. Hearing once that a certain 
schoolmaster, of Oudenarde, named lliiler, was 
addicted to reading the Bihle, he SummoueJ him to 
his court, and aceneed him of heresy. The school- 
master claimed, if guilty of any crime, to be tried 
before the judges of his town. "Xou are my 
prisoner, and must answer me, and no other," 
was the reply of the In quisitor, who proceeded to 
catechize the accused, and Goon satitfied himself 
of the aehoolmaster's heresy. On bis refusing to 
recant, he was asked whether be did not love his 
wife and cbil dren ; to which he repUed, " God 
knows, that if the whole world were of gold, and 
my own, I would give it all only to have them 
with me, even bad I to live on bread and water, 
and in bondage." " Then," a nswered ibe Inqui- 
sitor, "you have only to renounce the error of 
your opinions." To which the martyr answered, 
" Neither for wife, childreu, nor all the world, 
<aDl renounce my God and His truth." "Where- 
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upon he was eentGnaed to the stake ; and, having 
firat been etrangled, was cast into the Oames. 

Tat.notwithstandLDgtheseexecutiona, "heresy" 
continued to spread. In the Walloon provinces 
it was most prevalent, and judges and executioners 
were appalled by the growing symptoms of revolt, 
The victims were cheered on their way to the stake, 
The hymns of Marot were sungin the very presence 
of the Inquisitors. At Valenciennes two ministers 
were condemned, by the express and urgent com- 
mand of Cardinal Granvelle ; but the magistrates 
were afraid to carry the sentence into eseoution. 
After they had lain in prison several months, on 
fresh orders arriving from the Cardinal to execute 
the culprits by fire, they were taken to the market- 
place for that purpose, on April 27th, 1662, 
But, the place of execution was forced by the 
crowd, the lighted fagots were scattered, and the 
execution prevented, although the prisoners were 
conducted back to their dnngeon. The people, 
who had been chanting the Psalms of David 
through the streets, determined at last on a rescue. 
The prison was broken open, and the two minis- 
ters escaped from the city. The day was called, 
*' Joui-nee des mau-brulei," " Day of the iU-burned." 
One of them, Simon Faveau, not intimidated by 
this near approach to martyrdom, persisted in 
and, being a few years after again 
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apprehended, wae burned in the same place whera I 
he bad formerly been rescued. 

On being informed of the rescue, the Goi 
ment at Brnssels was in a frenzy of rage, and 
resolved to talie a bloody vengeance. The military 
were sent down, the prisons were filled to over- 
flowing. On the Kith of May, the slaughter 
commenced, and from that time burning and 
beheading became the order of the day. The 
number of victims was frightful. But the burghers 
and artisanB of the Netherlands did not succumb 
like the chivalry of Spain. There were no news- 
papers ; but the " Ehetoric Chambers," a kind of 
MecbanicB' Institute, but highly popular, snpphed 
their place, and shared with the pulpit the only 
power which then esisted for directing the opinions 
and moving the passions of the people. Their 
poems andpasquils, their bold farce and truculent 
eatire, had already done much in spreading in- 
formation, and heightening the public detestation 
of church abuses, especially the licentiousnese of 
the monastic orders. They now poured forth a 
perpetual torrent of rhymes, epigrams, and cari- 
catures on the newly- appointed bishops, and on 
Grenvelle as their chief. 

We learn from the CartlinBl's letters to Philip i 
respecting these satires, and his suspicions as to f 
' e authorship, that they etung him to the c 



Tlie tyranny wbicli could plunge a nation in blood 
and tears was unable to estinguisli tliiit ridicule 
of its oppressors, 'nhicli seemed at present its 
only consolation and revenge. Most of the nobles, 
led by the Prince of Orange, were in open and 
avowed hostility to the Cardinal and bis meaanrea. 
That opposition was legal and constitutional; and 
it was fully and enthusiastically sustained by tbs 
people. The nobles endeavoured by their letters 
to Philip, and by sending to him one of theif 
namher, to make him aware of the state of thingSt 
aa& of the necessity of changing bis measuresi 
Margaret ofParma urged her brother to give tl 
satisfaction, tiranvelle, on the contrary, ■ 
filling bis dispatches to the King with accusatiotu 
against the nobles and hints of conspiracy, whill 
Alva's counsel was to take olf several heads ion 
treason. The Prince of Orange, who had secrS 
agents in Philip's household, knew all this ; foi 
be was furnished from time to time with copies Q 
the most private papers in the royal palace. 
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p now BO far yieldeii ( 
general feeling wbich^ 
i had been roused in tlie I 
. Netherlands aa to dismiss \ 
=} Granvelle, but in his course of per- ' 
^ secution he was more determined I 
. ithan ever. He ordered the Decrees f 
of the Council of Trent to he everywhere published. 
The Duchess Begent aod her Council, believing 
that such publication, by increasing the public 
discontent, would be of dangerous eonseiiuence, 
determined to send Egmont on a Bpecial mission J 
to Spain. Vigilius, who headed the estreme-i 
government party, was ordered to prepare thsl 
Count's instructions, which he .did in such terma | 
that they might mean anything or nothing, 
criticism en its language was ofCered, until it. J 
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came to the turn of the Prince of Orange to vofft 
on the document. 

Then, however, William the Silent opened hia 
month, and ponred forth a long and vehement 
diBConree, Buch as had rarely heen prononncei 
ly him, but such as few except himself conld utter. 
He said that the time for speaking out was coma, 
Philip must be told the truth. Hemnstbeinformei 
by their envoy, that the whole machinery ol 
placards and scaffolds, of new hishops and old 
hangmen, of decrees, imjuisitors, and informers, 
muBt at once and for ever he abolished. Iha 
Netherlands were free provinces, they were aur- 
rounded by free countries, and were determinad 
to vindicate their ancient privileges. His Majesty 
should also be informed of the frightful oomiptioa 
which made the whole judicial system loathsome. 
The venality which existed, where purity waa 
most esBential, on the bench, in the conncil- 
chamber, and in alt pubhc offices, he denounced 
in scathing terms. He openly charged the Chan- 
cellor of Brabant with knavery and corruption. 
Above all, it was necessary to inform bis Majesty, 
that the Canons o£ Trent, spurned aa they were 
by the whole world, even by the Catholic Princes 
of Germany, could never be enforced in the 
Netherlands, and that any attempt to do bo would 
be minouB. He proposed and insisted that Coonb 
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Egmont should be instmcted accordingly. Ha 
avowed that lie was a Catbolic, and intended to 
remain in the faith ; but could »ot look on with 
pleasure when Princes Btrove to govern the sonla 
of men, and to take away their hberty in what per- 
tained to conscience iind rehgion. 

Egmont'a miGsion was without advantage to 
the Netherlands, or honour to himself. His 
reception at Madrid waa most brilliant ; but he 
suffered himself to be turned by royal smiles from 
the path of honour, and the companionship of 
the wise and noble, to do the work of those who 
were to effect his destruction. The Prince of 
Orange reproached him to his face, with having, 
when in Spain, forgotten to represent the views 
of his associates and the best interests of the 
country, while he had well remembered his own 
private objects, and accepted the lavish bounty of 
the King. 

It was settled that there was to be no com- 
promise with heresy. The Canons of Trent were 
proclaimed, the edicts republished, and the inqni- 
eitora fully employed; but, in accordance with 
Phihp'e instructions, orders were given that here 
tics should be executed in their dungeons at mid- 
night. Secret drowning was now substituted for 
public burning, ^'hen these orders were finally 
, the Prince cf Orange, stooping to the ear 



of Ills next ueiglibour, as they sat at the Ooaaoil- 
board, whispered that they were now about to wit* 
nsBs the commencement of a tragedy aach as had 
never before been enacted. All that he now could 
do was to keep hie eyes open to the course □ 
events ; and well did he fulhl the ofdce of a 
patient, wise, and vigUant watcher ou behalf oJ 
hia oppressed coimtiy. 

The decree, which was published iu every 
marhet-place and village iu the Netherlands, 
answered by a universal esecration, and the er 
of a people in agony went up to heaven, Businesi 
was discontinued ; commerce was paralyzed 
Antwerp shook as with an earthquake, and th 
foreign merchants, manufacturers, and artisan 
fled as from the pestilence. The Marquis IJerghen 
the younger Mansfield, the Baron Montigny, i 
fasedtoenforcetbeedictswithiutheirgovernmenU 
The sufferers, who still maintained their loyalt 
to the crown, wrote to the King. " We are willing, 
they said, "to die for the Gospel; bat we re 
therein, 'Eender unto Cieaar the things that t 
CiEsar's, and unto God the things that are God's 
We thank God that our enemies themselves i 
compelledtobearwitnesstcourpiety and patience 
BO that it is a common saying, 'He swears not, i 
is a Protestant ; he is neither licentious ] 
drunkard ; he is of the new sect !' And yet i 
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kindof puniBlimsnt has been omitted wliioh oould 
possibly be inflicted on ub." This appeal must 
have touched Philip's heart, if it had not been of 
stone ; but what could it avail with oue whosa 
hnman feelings bigotry had petrified ? Nothing : 
the work of murder still went on ; the sufferers 
being chiefly of the middle and lower classes ; 
industrious artisans, who desired to live in the 
fear of God, and in honour of their King. They 
ware protected by nobles and gentlemen of high 
position, very many of whom came afterwards to 
adopt with zeal a creed which at first they had 
only defended through generosity. 

On the very day when the marriage of the 
Pi-ince of Parma, son of the Duchess Begeut, was 
solemnized at Bruesela, Francis Junius, a divine 
of the Reformation, celebrated for his learning, 
eloquence, and courage, preached to about twenty 
gentlemen, in a room in the house of Count 
Culemburg, in the same city. Orders had been 
given for his arrest, but he escaped to Breda. On 
one occasion, be preached with his usual elo- 
quence in a room overlooking the market-place, 
where at that very instant several Reformers were 
being burned, while the light of the flames which 
was consuming them flickered through the 
windows of the conventicle. About this time a 
league was formed, called "The Compromise, 
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against foreign inflnence and the Inquisition. 
PaBBiBg &om hand to hand, in two montlia it 
obtained about two thonsand eignatnres, chiefly 
smong the aristocracy of tbe country. Tbe 
Prince of Orange had not been consulted ; bat in 
answer to the written commauda of the Dncbesa, 
to cause the Canons of Trent, the Inquisition, 
and the edicts to be published and enforced 
throughout his government, he rephed by letter, 
informing her highness most distinctly that the 
hope which Etill lingered in the public mind of 
eecaping the permanent eBtablishment of the 
Inquisition, had alone prevented tiio utter 
depopulation of the country, and the entire 
destruction of its commercial and manufacturing 

"While Phihp was preparing to overwhelm 
opposition by military power, Margaret of Parma, 
bewailing bis obstinacy, felt herself placed in a 
most painful dilemma, and besought him to 
relieve her from all responEihility, by permitting 
ber to retire from her present position. Famine 
reigned, emigration went on, every one who had 
the means of escape sought refuge among 
strangers, wherever an asylum could be found. 
Protestant England afforded them a refuge, 
and received most cordially these intelligent 
wanderers, who brought with them their Buperior 
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mechanical skill, of which this country ever since 
has reaped the benefit. 

A petition, which, under the nanie of the 
"Reiiueat," afterwards baoame famous, was 
formally presented to the Duchess by Count i 
Erederode in the name of the confederates, at the 
head of a deputation of three hundred gentlemen. 
It was a vehement remonstrance against the late 
measures of the government, as hliely to produce I 
a general rebellion. It was loyal in its tone, but I 
decided in its opposition to the edicts and the 
Inquisition, The Eegent received the petition, 
eurrounded by her council, in the great hall in 
which the abdication of her father had taken 
place. Her agitation was perceptible on the 
entrance of the deputation, and it visibly increased 
while the paper was being read. When it was 
finished, she remained Bilent for a few minutes, 
the tears rolhng down her cheeks. As soon as 
she could control her excitement, she said slie 
would advise with her council, and give such 
answer as should be found suitable. 

In the council which followed, the Prince of | 
Orange addressed a few words to the Duchess, ] 
■with the view of calming her in-itation. He said 
the confederates were no rebels, but loyal gentle- 
men, well connected, and of honourable character. 
They had been influenced by an honest desire to 
D 2 
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save tlieir country from impendiug danger. 
Egmont Bbrugged his shouldere, and expressed 
his intention to leave tlie court, and visit the batlis 
of Aix, for the benefit of his health. Berlaymont 
exclaimed in a passion, " 'What, Madam, can 
your highnesa have any fears of tbeee iiueitx" 
(" beggars ") ? This gibe vraa destined to become 
immortal, and gave a popular name to the con- 
federacy. At a banquet subsequently held in the 
Culemburg mansion, the name of ijucux was 
adopted. " They call us beggars ; let U8 accept 
the name," exclaimed Count Erederode. " We 
wiU eonteud with the Inqnisition, but remain 
loyal to the King, even till compelled to wear the 
beggai-'s Baclx." Then for the first time arose 
the famous cry, which was to be heard so often 
over laud and sea, through the smoke and carnage 
of battle, and as the pledge of victory, and the 
shout of triumph, " Vwent lei fjueHx!" "Long; 
live the beggars!" The spell was found, the 
watch-word adopted, which in after days was to 
prove powerful enough to startle all Europe, and 
teach Phihp how to appreciate a people whom his 
cruelty aud treachery had at length roused into 
that sublime enthusiasm which rendered them 
capable of deeds the most heroic, and enabled them 
to defeat the might of Spain, and win for thfiii 
country au imperishable renown, 
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Eaily in the Bummer of 1506, many tboasaQda 
of burghers, merchants, peaeante, and gentlemen 
were seen inarching through the fields, and 
muBtering in camp -meetings, armed with arque- 
bus, javelin, pike, and broad-BWord, for defence 
Bgain&t interruption, while hearing Bermons and 
singing hymns in the open air. NotwithBtauding 
the edicti), and the reward of seven hundred 
crowns offered by Margaret for bringing to her a 
preacher, dead or alive ; Bueh wae the popular 
thirst for the Word of God, that the Eeformera 
DOW came forth from their lurking-places, and 
held their religious meetings in the light of day. 
On June 28th, at eleven at night, six thousand 
people were aEseiobled near Tournay, to hear 
Ambrose Wilie, who, with a special price on his 
bead, was there preaching the Gospel. Two 
days after, ten thousand persons assembled at 
the same place, to hear Peregrine de la Grange. 
In vain did the governor thunder forth a procla- 
mation, warning the people that every man, 
woman, and child who went to these preachings, 
incurred thereby the penalty of death : it only 
increaEed their excitement. On Sunday, July 
the 7th, twenty thousand met at the same bridge 
to hear Ambrose "Wille. One man in every three 
was armed. These scenes were repeated every- 
^rtne. Ob Sundaya and holy days, Tournay 
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was emptied of its inhabitant b. The Dncbeas 
issued proclamatio ne, and sent orders, but she 
could send no troops, for the soldiers had all gone 
to the preacliirg. 

The Prince of Orange exerted hiniBelf to es- 
tablish and preserve order. He was hereditary 
hurgrave of Antwerp, and the people earnestly 
solicited his presence among them. He had at 
first declined the invitation of the magistiatea ; 
but being urgently besonght by the government 
of Antwerp, the inhabitants, and the Regent 
herself, he at last consented, and arrived there, 
amidst enthusiastic acclamations, on the 18th of 
July. His services ^ere of inestimable value to 
the government. His own government in the 
north especially required his care ; bat the 
Duohesa could not spare him. 

A lamentable event now occurred, which greatly 
weakened the patriot cause and discredited the 
Eeformation. An outburst of iconoclast fory, 
which raged throaghout the Netherlands, Tented 
itseU everywhere on churches, monasteries, and 
images, with all their vast wealth. It lasted only 
six or seven days, but in that time almost every 
temple waa rifled, not for the purpose of plunder, 
hut of destruction. These images and shrines 
were associated in the public mind with the 
tepiorselesB persecvition which had already con- 
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ducted fifty thousand persona to tlie soafTold or 
the stake. For tnentj' years the Ciitholica bad 
been defacing God'a image with the axe, the bai- 
ter, and tbo faggot; for seven days the Eeformera 
avenged their dead companions on images of 
iTOod and stone. Catholic and rtotestaut writers 
agree, that no deeds of violence were committed 
against man or woman. The iconoclasts, few in 
number, — while the multitude looked on, — be- 
longed to the lowest class of society, yet their 
forbearance from robbery was as remarkable as 
their freedom from inhumanity. They left heaps 
of jewellery, of gold and silver plate, of costly 
embroidery, lying untouched on the ground, as 
if a great pasaon had excluded all inferior motives. 
In Flanders, a company of rioters hanged one of 
their number for steahng articles to the value of 
five Ehillings. 

The Eeformed ministers, and the chiefs, who 
were in favour of freedom, all denounced the 
recent proceeding. The Prince of Orange de- 
plored the riots, and stigmatized the perpetrators. 
Their effect was disaster and disgrace. They 
furnished excuses for many to withdraw from all 
connexion with the good cause. Kgmont was 
active in punishing the criminals. The snbhmo 
spectacle of the field-preacliing was obscured by 
these excesses, and the reUgious vror, before im- 
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minent, became inQvitabk. The immediate effect, 
indeed, was beneficial. Liberty of worship was 
granted. The " Accord " was duly eigned by the 
Duchess on the 25th of August. It declared the 
Inquisition aboliBhed, and that the King would 
issue a new general edict, expressly protecting 
the nobles against all ill consequences of past 
transactions ; that they were to be employed in 
the royal service, and that public preaching, ac- 
cording to the forms of the new religion, was to 
be practised wherever it had already taken place- 
This concession was extorted from the fears of 
the Regent, by whom it was considered an act of 
deepest humiliation, and by the Hefonoers as 
their crowning triumph. 

Within a few weeks, the whole arrangement 
was coolly cancelled by the Duchess, her permis- 
aion revoked, and all preaching prohibited by 
proclamation. A new oath was required of all 
functionaries, — to obey the orders of government 
without limitation or restriction. Orange spnmed 
the proposition. The alternative he willingly 
embraced, renouncing all his offices ; no longer 
wishing to serve a government by whom he waa 
enspeoted, and of whose pohcy he disapproTi 
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! war commenced between : 
Philip and his Buhjects by ' 
i tlie siege of Valenoiennea, 
^hich bad tefuBed to receive 
risoE of foreign mercenaries. 
Efftn-ts were made to relieve them, 
but they were uiisHccesBful. One 
patriots was defeated with great 
; another within a mile of Antwerp, 
where forty thousand people were opposed to the 
Church of Home, The slaughter of their brethren 
was eeen from the eity walis. A terrible tumult 
prevailed among the citizens, ten thouBand of 
whom were akeady in arms. It was then that 
the great qualities of Orange appeared. The vast 
population of Antwerp, and the enormoua wealth 
of the richest city in the world, had been en- 
trusted to hie care. Mounting his horse, he pro- 



oceded to tho Bod Gata, and was received bv the 
infuriated multitude with a howl of execration. 
They accused him as ths cause that their lirethrea 
had perished. His life was in imniLaeiit danger. 
All arquebus was levelled at his breast, and 
was struck away by another of the crowd. The 
most excited were preparing to rush forth on the 
enemy. 

The Prince, when he had gained the ear of the 
multitude, urged that the battle was over, the 
enemy retiring, and that a disorderly and ill- 
armed rabble would be unable to retrieve the 
fortunes of the day. About five hundred only 
sallied forth ; but when they found themselves ia 
tho open field, their ardour sensibly cooled. The 
enemy after their victory had separated in pur- 
suit of the fugitives ; bat their commander, hear- 
ing the tumult, suspected a fresh attack, and 
ralUed his men accordingly. The fugitives 
captured had been spared for ransom. There 
were three hundred of them ; a dangerous num- 
ber of prisonera for a force of eight hundred who 
expected another battle. The rash zeal of the 
Calvinists was their death-warrant. By De 
Beanvoir'a order, they were all shot, and the 
Catholics marched towards Antwerp, with drums 
beating and colours flying. The five hundred 
Calvinists, not liking their appearance, and bei 



SEVOLT. iSi I 

Otttnnmbered, retreated witiiin tiie gates as. | 
quickly as they had just issued trom them. 

An insurrectioa in the city followed, the jail 
was stormed, and the prisoners liberated. A 
battle within the walls was imminent, wliich 
would have brought desolation to every hearth. 
The Calvinist malcontents were encamped on the 
Mere, to the number of fifteen thousand. The 
Prince rode into the midst of them : the articles- 
of a proposed treaty were read aloud hy his com- 
mand; after which, Trith great composure, he 
made a few remarks, eaiTiestly and affectionately 
inviting them to testify their acceptance of the 
proflered peace, by repeating the words with 
which he would conclude. He then with a tirm 
voice exclaimed, "God save the King ! " It was 
the last time these words were ever heard £rom- 
the lips of the man already proscribed by Pliilip. 
The crowd of Calvinists hesitated an instant; and 
then, convinced by his argaments, and unable to 
resist hia tranquil influence, they raised a great 
shout of "Vive le lioi! " 

The tumult was calmed. Fifty thousand armed 
men bad for three days been expecting a collision ; 
yet not a smgle person had been injured. By the 
wisdom and courage of one man, the dreadful 
battle was averted, peace was restoted, and 1 
Antwerp was saved. 



(THAPTEEE V. 

ValencieDiies was taken, Egmont baviDg 

ABisted the beeiegers. He had separated hlm- 

self from Orange, and manifested an energy in 

the cause of tyranny which convinced Noircarmes 

and the Begent of his loyalty, but did not avert 

the conseqnencea of Alva'e jealousy and Philip's 

hatred. The inhabitants, liopelesB of succour, 

had surrendered ; the only stipulation being, that 

their lives should be spared, and the city not 

Backed, The pledge was only made to be broken. 

Many hundreds of victims, including Peregrine 

I de la Grange, who near Toumay had preached to 

1 ten thousand, besides other preachers, with 

I Bcveral of the wealthiest magistrates and other 

citizens, were strangled or beheaded. 

The Duke of Alva, at the head of a Spameh 
army, was now on his way to the Netherlands, in 
opposition to the opinion and remonstrances of 
the Eegent herself, who vainly assured Philip of 
expediency of the measure. William's 
I work, for the time, was finished. He had saved 
Antwerp. He resisted every inducement held out 
to draw him over to the side of tyranny. In a 
last interview with Egmont, between whom and 
f a tender and sincere friendship had 
always existed, he made one more attempt to 
withdraw hk friend from the precipice on which 
_ he stood. He knew himself already proscribed, 
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and that tlie Bscret coademnation co- extended to 
Egmont ; whom lie woald have induced to prefer 
Gsile, with the ohaoce of hecomiag tha ehamploQ 
of a struggling country, to the wretched fat& 
which his blind confidence would inBiire. Egmont 
Bpoke with confidence of the King's clemency. 
"Alas! Egmont," answered tha Prince, 
King's clemency, of which yoa boast, will destroy 
yon. Yon are the bridge which the 'Spaniards 
will demolish, as soon as they have passed over it 
to invade the country." With a last embrace, 
and mutual tears, Egmont and Orange parted^ 
never again to meet on earth. 

The Prince left Antwerp, and proceeded to 
Dillenburg, the ancestral seat of his family in 
Germany. It was well that he stayed no longer. 
His secret agents at Phihp"s court had read 
letters from the King to Alva, in which the Data 
was instructed to " arrest the Prince as soon 
he could lay bands on him ; and not to let his 
last more than tmenty-fouT hours! " 

Ferdinando Alvarez de Toledo, Duke of Alva, 
was in bis sixtieth year, and was the most con- 
Eummate and successful general in Europe. He 
led an army of ten thousand picked veterans, the- 
beat soldiers of the age, whose appointments and 
discipline were perfect. Embarking at Car- 
fehaeena. May lOth, 1567) and landing at Oenoa^ 
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ihis army, which was to be the instrument of 
Fhilip'B long delayed vengeance, made its way 
•over Mount Cenia, through Bavoy, Burgundy, and 
Lorraine. Had not Egtaont been infatuated by 
his blind confidence, and rendered helpless, like 
the fascinated animal on which the serpent's gaze 
is fised, he might easily have organized means 
for cutting off the invading army, among the 
intricate passes of the Alps, and other defiles 
which it had to thread. No opposition, however, 
■was attempted ; and Alva, on arriving in the 
Netherlands, was met at Tirlemont, August 22iid, 
Tjyhie destined victim, Count Egmont, who had 
ridden forth from Brussels to welcome and show 
him respect. He came accompanied by several 
nobles, and brought the Duke a present of several 
heantiful horses. Alva received him coldly ; and 
[ -to his attendants observed, in a tone which 
Egmont might have heard, "Behold the greatest 
-of all the heretics ! " Egmont bad not only dis- 
regarded all the warnings given him by the Prince 
■of Orange, but others that came to hiTn from 
■€very quarter, 

Unhappily, too, he succeeded in inspiring 
•Count Horn with similar confidence. At a mag- 
nificent banquet to which they were both invited 
hy the Grand Prior Don Ferdinando, together 
Efith Koircarmea and others, the noble host, risk- 
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ing his life to Bave his firiend, whispered to 
Egmont, " Seigneur Count, leave this place 
inBtButly ; take the fleetest horse in your BtablS] 
and make your escape without a moment's delay." 
Though much troubled at this, and the remem- 
brance of previous warnings, he listened to Noir- 
carmes and others, who ridiculed his fears, and 
persuaded him to remain. By Alva's invitation 
the two CountB waited on him, to take part in 
certain deliberatiouB. On the party breaking up, 
they were both arrested, and conveyed to priaon. 
The Dute wrote a triumphant letter to the King 
that very night, relating the masterly manner in 
which the operations had been conducted, The 
news was received with unbounded satisfaction 
by Philip, and with equal contentment at Eome ; 
but there was one person at the latter court less 
sanguine of the result, and of more penetration 
than those around him : it was the old statesman, 
Granvelle ; who, when informed of the arreat 
of Egmont and Horn, inquired " if the Duhe had 
drawn into his net the Silent One ? " On being 
answered in the negative, the Cardinal said, 
" Then, if he has not caught blm, he has caught 
nothing ! " 

The doom of Egmont and Horn had been set- 
tled in Madrid, before Alva set out on his unbleat 
expedition to the Netherlands: he had brought 
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with him in Ms portfolio from Spain their sen- 
tence in blank, already signed by Philip. A 
mock trial took place, and on Jime 6th, 1567, 
they were beheaded in the great square in Bms- 
Bels ; three thousand Spanieh troops being 
drawn up in battle array around the scaffold. 

Under Alva's government, the tribunal which 
auperseded all others can only he paralleled by 
those of the first French Revolution. Its presi- 
dent was Vargas, and it was popularly nameS 
the " Council of Blood." The sentences were 
occasionally in advance cf the investigation, 
through the zeal of the councillors ; which, at 
times, outstripped the industry of the commia- 
sioners. Thus, on one occasion, a case was 
called on for trial, when it was discovered that 
the man had been already executed. A cursory 
esamination of the papers convinced even his 
judges that the culprit had committed no crime. 
"No matter for that," said Vargas, jocosely; 
" if he died innocent, it will he all the better for 
him when he takes his trial in the other world 1 " 

But what need was there of particular trials, 
or processes of examination ? On February 16th, 
1568, a sentence of the Holy Office of the Inqui- 
sition condemned all tlw vihahitanm of the 
Netherlands to death, as heretics. Only a few 
perBonB, expressly named, were excepted. A. 
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ptoclamatioTt of the King, dated ten days later, 
confirmed this decree, and ordered it to be carried 
into instant execntion, witlioat regard to age, 
oex, or condition. Three millions of people were 
Bentenced to the scaffold in three liuea : probably 
tlie most concise deatli-warrant that was ever 



The persecution raged more fiercely than e»er. 
To be rich was as dangerous as to be suspected 
of heresy. Alva had promised Philip that by the 
confiscation of heretic property " a stream of 
treasure a yard deep would annually flow from 
the Netherlands to Spain 1 " Of five millions of 
gold which Charles V. had annually received 
from all his dominions, two millions had come 
from those industrious and wealthy provinces ; 
while but half a milhon came from Spain, and 
another half million from the Indies. The 
Spanish invasion, therefore, whatever merit it 
might have as a crusade against heresy, was 
oommeroially a failure : and Alva's pohtical eco- 
nomy, besides its cruelty and wickedness, was a 
blunder which resembled in folly that of the 
simpleton who cut np the goose to get at the 
golden eggs. 

The war had commenced, but with defeat and 
disaster to the patriots. The Spaniards, indeed, 
} defeated at Seiligei Lee by the ski 
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bravery of Louis of Nassau, but this was more 
than counterbalanced by his utter defeat at Jem* 
mingen. During all these triumphs of Alva, the 
Prince of Orange retained his self-possession. 
One after another, each of his bold, skilfully con* 
ceived plans had failed. His German Mends 
ftdyised him to sit still, and watch the course of 
events. But he knew that the more impenetrable 
the gloom which hung over the land, for whose 
defence he had devoted his life, the more urgent 
was its claim to his sympathy and care. 





I T was about this time that a 
I change of mind, profound 
I luid beneficial, took place in 
I William the Silent. Under 
9 influence of courtly education 
iple, he had become a 
■ member of the Church of Eome ; 
yet hia course of hfe had been little affected by 
religious principle. But he had seen the workings 
of Catholicism under a terrible aspect, and his 
Gonl had sickened, and his indignation kindled, 
at the enormities which he had witnessed. Thus 
deeply intereeted for the oppressed Protestants, 
it was natural that he should feel sj-mpatby for 
their cause. His wife was a Lutheran, so was 
hifl mother, still surviving ; bo were his brothers 
and sisters, and all his nearest kindred. In these 
E 2 
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clrcumatanoeB, it ia not strange tbat he shoald 
have been led to review the grounds of his religious 
belief, and Bhonld have returned to the faith of 
Ma parents ; the faith in which hia ohUdhood 
had been nurtured. 

The Revere duties and the grave character of 
the cause to which his life was devoted had 
produced a salutary effect on his mind, and led 
him to a deeper consideration of the important 
truths of religion. He embraced the doctrinea of 
the Gospel, and entered into its spirit. He 'wae 
now enrolled as the soldier of the Kefonnation ; 
and its adherents, whether in France, G-ennany, 
the Netherlands, or England, were his brethren. 
But he went far beyond the most eminent Ea- 
formers of that day. He contended for freedom of 
conscience. In an age when to think for oneself 
was it crime, and intolerance was considered by 
Lutherans, Calvinists, and Zwinghans, as well 
as Bomanists, a reUgious duty, he advocated reli- 
gious liberty as indispensable. His parting advice 
to the Reformers of the Netherlands, when in the 
spring of 1567 he left them for a season, was to 
lay aside all minor differences, and seek religious 
union. He appealed elofiuently to the wise and 
good of all parties, to combine in one common 
cause against oppression. "While becoming more 
and more attached to the doctrines of ihe ] 
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ifonaed Church, and more and more ahvs to the 
corraptions of Bome, be was wilhng to tolerate 
all forms of worship, and leave reason and truth 
to combat with and vanquish error. 

Hitherto ha had been only a man of the world 
and a Btatesmaa ; but from this time forth he 
looked up to God for guidance, relying on Him 
for support and direction in all the emergencies 
of his eventful life. He was never more tranquil 
than when the night was darkest, and the storm 
wildest. He drew his consolations, and refreshed 
his courage, at the never-failing fountains of the 
Divine Mercy, Placing himself in the hands of 
the Almighty, he only wished to be guided whither 
it was God's good pleasure that he ebould go. 
When the tyranny of Alva grew stronger, and the 
disasters of the patriots increased ; when the 
German princes, his personal friends, in despair 
of his success, withdrew their support, and the 
Emperor Maximihan required him to lay down 
his arms, and abstain from all opposition to the 
£ing of Bpain, he did not slacken his efforts to 
place his army on a proper footing ; and he 
published a declaration of war against the Duke 
of Alva. Thus did the ruler of a small princi- 
pality make war on the most powerful monarch 
in the world. At his own expense, and by efforts 
.almost snperhuman, he had assembled nearly 
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thirty thousand men ; and be now proclaimed to 
the world, and efipeciallj' to the inhabitaQts of 
the Ketherlands, his motives, hie jurpoBes, and 
his hopes. 

Having passed the Meuse with his whole arniy> 
William eent to the Duke a herald to propose 
that all who in the ensiling campaign might be 
made prisoners shonld be exchanged. The herald, 
booted and spurred, &b he had dismounted from 
his horse, was instantly hanged. This v!&s 
Alva's answer to the misaion of mercy. His plan 
of strategy -was to avoid a battle ; and, like the 
Consul Fabias, to conquer by delay. The winter 
would soon diBperse the German troops, which 
"William was unable to support even while id 
actual service. The plan succeeded. The Prince 
was unable to provoke his adversary to risk a 
battle. Twenty- niue times he changed his 
encampments for that purpose, and at every 
move the Duke eluded him, seemingly as impalpa- 
ble although as close as his shadow. The campaign 
lasted little more than a month. Alva had 
removed the irons from all the mills, so that not 
a bushel of corn could bs ground in Brabant. At 
Quesnoy the Prince gained some advantage over 
the Spaniards, and at Cbateau-CambresiB a alight 
and easy victory; but, by November 17th, Alva 
had entered Chateau-Camhresis, and the 
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had crossed the frontier into France. For the 
present all seemed over iu the Netherlands, and 
Alva returned in tiiumph to BmsBels. But tha 
war of freedom bad been renewed in France; and, 
having disbanded bis army at Strasburg, William, 
with bis brothers Louis and Henry, at tbe head 
of twelve hundred mounted men-at-arms, set out 
early in the following spring to join the banner 
of Conde. 

Before visiting France, William had issued 
commissions to various marincrp, who were 
authorized to cruise against the Spanish com- 
merce. He gave minnte instructions for the 
discipline to be observed in bis fleet. I'he articlea 
of war were to be strictly enforced. Each com- 
mander was to maintain on board his ship a 
minister to preach God's word, and preserve 
Christian piety among the crew. Hone were to 
be received on hoard, either as sailors or soldiers, 
but "folk of good name and fame." No convict 
was to be admitted. Such was the commence- 
ment of that navy which in this and the following 
centuries was to achieve so many triumphs. 

The Prince having, in tbe beginning of autumn, 
been recalled from France to tbe Netherlandfi, had 
eroBsed the enemy's lines in the disguise of a 
peasant, with but five attendants, and at great 
Deiil. He traversed France, and arrived in 
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Germany in tbo winter. He had never been in 
ao forlorn a condition. A sovereign Prince, who 
had lived in pomp and luxury, he now calmly 
accepted the poeition of an outlaw and an exile. 
But his spirit was unbroken ; and he was always 
mindful not only of the great cause to which he 
had devoted himself, but of the wants of those 
who had done liim eervice. 

A party of Dutch mariners, not exceeding two 
hundred and fifty, in twenty-four vessels, who, 
on the complaint of Alva, were denied entertain- 
ment in England, having set sail from Dover, 
by a series of singular adventures, and in the 
exercise of great skill, tact, and daring, made 
themBelves masters of Brill, and laid the founda- 
tion of the Dutch Eepublic. The tidings reached 
Alva while engaged in a desperate controvert 
with the merchants and tradesmen of Brussels, on 
the subject of a tax of the tenth penny on the sale 
of all movables, the twentieth penny on the sale 
of all immovables, and the hundredth penny for all 
they poBsesBed ; a tax so unreasonable and 
enormous that they had ehnt np their shops and 
ofdces, and refused to trade at all. He had sent 
for the executioner by night, and ordered him to 
prepare eighteen strong ropes, intending to hang 
eighteen of ,the principal tradesmen the next 
morning, on theii own signposts, at the doors at I 
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their shopB, by way of givingawholeBome stimuluB 
to trade and taxation. The coids were being 
prepared, and Alva was waiting with grim im- 
patience for the dawn on which tbia display of 
vigour was to be made ; bat its aocompUshmeut 
wftB prevented by an unforeseen event. In the 
night, intelligence arrived that the town of Brill 
was in tbe hands of the rebels. 

Without a moment's delay, Alva sent Coant 
EoBBu to recover the conquered seaport. The 
count, with ten companies, crossed the Sluys to 
the island of Voorn, and summoned the rebels to 
surrender. The patriots, being few, were at first 
afraid to venture outside the gates to attack the- 
superior force of their assailants. But a carpenter, 
axe in hand, plunging into the water, t;wam to 
the Niewland sluice, and with a few vigorona 
strokes hacked it open. The sea poured in at 
once, making the city nn approachable on the 
north Eide. Boesu then led his men along the 
Niewland diie to the Southern Gate, where they 
were welcomed with awaimdiacharge of artillery, 
which completely staggered them. In the mean- 
time, Treslong and Eobel had rowed out to the 
fihipB which had brought the enemy to the island, 
cut some adrift and set others on fire. The 
Spaniards at the Southern Gate, seeing their 
vessela blazing, and the Bea rieing rapidly over 
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tbe dike, ^erepanic-stmck at being thuB enclosed 
between fire aud water, and dashed off in pre- 
cipitate retreat along tbe slippery causeway, and 
through the shmy and tiu'bid waters, which were 
fast threatening to overwhelm them. Many were 
drowned or smothered in their flight, but the 
greater part escaped. 

BoBBU approached Botterdam. The gates were 
closed, and the authoritiee refnged to admit a 
garrison for the King. He then had recoTUse to 
perfidy. He requested permission to pass through 
the city, which was gi'anted, on condition that 
only a corporal's party shonld he admitted at ft 
time. To these conditions EoBEuaffixedhis hand 
and seal. But with tbe admisfiion of the firBt 
detachment, a violent assault on the gate was node 
by the whole Spanish force. The inhabitants were 
taken by surprise. A stont smith, confronting 
the invaders almost singlywitb his sledge-hamnier, 
was stabbed to the heart by Bossu's own hand. 
Tbe soldiers rushed through the streets, killing 
all who made the shghtest resistance. In a few 
minutes four hundred were murdered. The fate of 
tbe women was worse than death. The capture 
of Eotterdam is infamous for the same crimes 
which blacken the record of every Spanish triumph 
in the Netherlands. 

The esample set by Brill was folloi 
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FlnEhiug, and neaily sU the important cities of 
Hollanii and Zealand, The cities of Guelderland, 
OverjsBel, Utrecht, and all the important cities 
of Friesland, unfurled the standard of liberty,, 
acknowledged the authority of the Prince, and 
received his garrisoDs. 

These conqueBtB in the cause of liberty were 
not all to be made permanent, nor were any of- 
them retained without a struggle. The little 
cluster of northern republics, which had restored 
the Bataviaa name to its ancient splendour, was 
destined, however, for a long and vigorous life.. 
From that bleak isthmus, where freedom at length 
had gained a foothold, her light was to stream . 
for many years though Europe, a guiding Pharos 
to Btruggling humanity, shining acroaa a etormy 
sea. And Haarlem, Leyden, AJkmaar, names- 
hftUowed by the most heroic deeds, breathe etill. 
as trumpet' tongue d and unquenchable a defiano&- J 
to tyranny as Marathon, Thermopylie, 
Salamis. 
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: have not space to 
f the incidents of the -war 
f entered on. There is moJ 
_ of thrilling interest, which we 
n reluctantly omit, in the mad 
, atrocities of Alva, the naval victoriee 
Bof the patriote, and their occasional 
successes on land ; their terrible reverses, and 
agonii^ing struggles; and the unbending fortitode 
and inflexible perseverance of Wiliiam, amidBt 
the greatest discouragements, the most appalling 
disasters, and the most dreadful calamities, public 
and private. In one battle, in which the patriot 
army was cut to pieces, William's brother, Louia 
of Nassau, the Bayard of the Netherlands, and 
his youngest brother Henry, were killed. The 
treachery and cruelty of the Spanish invaders and 
their commanders almost exceed belief, Tlifl 
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Bnperhcman enduraoce of the besieged, assailed ' 
at OQCe by ivar, famine, and pestilence, and the 
sublimity of their despair, are worthy of eternal 
honour. Leyden endured two sieges by large 
armiefl, and was reduced to the greatest extremity ; 
yet remained nntaken. In the second siege, tha- 
dikes were cut through, aH a desperate resource 
against the invaders. It was done under the 
enperintendence of the Prince of Orange, and 
with the general consent of the country round, 
though attended with the destruction of their 
harvest. Leyden was five miles from the sea, 
and the water rose slowly, the wind being in the 
east. At length, after the patience of the in- 
habitants had been tried to the utmost, and 
Btarration had thinned their numbers, and re- 
duced the survivors almost to skeletons, after 
many a longing look seaward from the tops of 
their church -towers, and when hope had ahnost 
expired, rehef came at last, brought by the fleet, 
which the rising waves of the encroftohing ocean 
had borne over the land ; and the invaders fled» ' 
baffled of the prey which they had considered 
almost within their grasp. 

The calamities of the country, and the general 
hatred which the atrocities of the Spaniards had 
brought on them, aided the Prince in his reite- 
rated efforts to secure a firm union of the different 
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proviacBS ftgainst the oommoa foa. Tlie Nathar- 
"lands, in their fierce and protracted struggle for 
civil and religious liberty. Lad tlie sympathy of 
England, and some small aasistance from its 
government and people. Elizabeth's aid was but 
meagre and sparing, bnt it availed ta ward off 
titter ruin ; and this was of infinite importance to 
"the Netherlandera, at a moment when nothing 
bnt hope could have supported theit exhausted 
strength and courage. The aid on which the 
Prince had calculated from the French Govern- 
ment, failed him at a most important crisiBi 
through the elanghter of the Huguenots in Paris 
and other parts of France on St. Bartholomew's 
Day, 1672. A treaty was subsequently entered 
into with the repentant government, which saw 
too late that Spain was the chief gainer by its 
"late conduct. In negotiating this treaty between 
Charles IX. and the Prince of Orange, Count 
Louis manifested the same caution which waa 
-exercised by the Hngnenot dapnties in their con- 
ferences with Catherine de Medicia. When the 
Queen Dowager asked the commiBaionera, who 
insisted en guarantees, " Is the word of ft long 
not sufficient?" one of them replied, "No, 
Madame; by St. Bartholomew, No ! " 

But the most effectual interpoeition on behalf 
■of the struggling country came &om a C[na>tvr 1 
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vhence it could be the least expected, — ths 
SpBaiards themselvee I The b&nkiiiiitcy of the 
eicheqner, and consequeDt inability to pay the 
troopB their long arrears, drove them to mutiny. 
Prom their own hand came the blow by which 
they were to be expelled from the land which their 
presence had so long pollnted and blasted. Like 
the ancient invadera of Judsa, by a supernatural 
impulse every man's hand was against his fellow. 
The mutineers threatened Brussels, which was 
only saved by all the inhabitants arming. They 
took Alost by storm, plundering and maBsacring 
indiscriminately Catholic and Protestant, They 
took Antwerp, the wealthiest city in the world. 
The Spaniards cast oS the mask of humanity, and 
appeared transformed to demons. The reigning 
passionseemed the lust of gold. The strong boxes 
of the merchants, the cash-boxes of private 
families, were rifled; the plate, jewellery, and 
valuables seized. Three days the havoc lasted 
There is hardly a crime that men can commit 
that was not perpetrated. Never was there a 
more monstrous massacre even in the bloodstained 
annals of the Netherlands. Eight thousand 
persons were murdered. The city was changed 
to a charnel-house ; uor has it ever since re> 
covered its commercial prosperity. The catas- 
faophe was known for ages after, and is still 
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koowti, by the dreadful name of "the SpaniBh 
Fury." 

A Bhivcr of intenBeBt honox was tlie universaF 
feeling, as the news of this terrible crime spread 
through the country ; but it was not that of fear,, 
it was tbo thrill of indignant rage and detestation. 
It quickened the negotiationa which were already 
commenced between the representatives of the 
Prince and of Holland and Zealand, with the 
deputies of the other provinces, for aunion. The 
result was "the Treaty of Ghent," which pledged 
them to expel the Spaniards from their common 
country without delay, andreoognized the Eeformed 
Eehgion as the established creed of Holland ; and' 
in the fifteen other provinces there was to he no 
prohibition of the Reformed worship. About the 
same time, and as another consequence of the 
meeting, the whole island of Schonwen, together 
with the rest of Zealand, except Tholen, was 
recovered by the patriots. 

On the day before the Antwerp massacre, Don 
John of Austria, the illegitimate son of Charles 
v., the conqueror of Grenada, the hero of 
Lepanto, rode into the town of Luxcmbonrg, 
disguised as a Moorish slave, in the train of Don 
Ottavio Gonzaga, with sis men-at-arms. He had 
rapidly traversed Spain and France in disguise, 
and in the romantic manner which was his cha- 
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raeteriatic. He stood at last on tUe threshold of 
the Netherlanda as the new governor-general; 
bat — thanks to the procrastinating spirit of hia 
master Philip — with all the speed he had made, 
he arrived a few days too late I 

Let it be remernbered, that when the insurrection 
eommeucecl, and for many years afterwards, the 
people of the Netherlands, with the Prince of 
Orange at their head, only claimed that constitu- 
tional freedom which was their birth-right and 
inheritance, and which PhUip at his coronation 
had Bwom to respect and maintain inviolate. 
There was no pretence, at first, that Philip was 
not their sovereign ; it was only when despairing 
of all change on the part of the Government, and 
when foreign aid was deemed essential to sncceas 
in the strnggle, that they formally renonnced their 
allegiance to a ruler who had proved himself so 
unworthy of itt To consummate their infamy, 
Phihp and his government, having in vain 
attempted to seduce Wilham from his duty to hia 
country by the most unhmited offers, published 
a "Ban," or official notice, offering twenty- five 
thousand crowns to any one who would assassinate 
the Prince of Orange, with the promise of enno- 
bUngthe aasassin, if not already noble, and of par- 
don for any crimes, however heinous, which he 
might have committed. 
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This WEB in IStiO. Before the year ended, this 
infamous proclamation was answered by the 
memorable "Apology of the Prince of Orange," 
one of the most etartling documents in history. 
No defiance was ever thundered forth in the ears 
of a despot in more terrible tones. He was no 
hypocrite, he said. When the friend of govem- 
meut, he had warned them that by their compli- 
cated and perpetual persecutions, they were twist- 
ing the rope of their own ruin. Since becoming 
their enemy, he had made open war on them. 
"With terrible distinctness be enumerated Philip's 
acta of oppreBsion, and the manifold crimes of 
which he believed him guilty; and having told 
him plainly, "Thus didst thou," he had a withering 
word for the priest who stood at his back. " Tell 
me," he cried, "by whose command Cardinal 
Granvelle administered poison to the Emperor 
Maximilian ? I know what that Emperor told 
me ; and how much fear he afterwards felt of the 
Eing, and of all Spaniards." The price set on 
his head he treated with scorn, as an attempt to 
terrify him by no means new. He was not igno- 
rant of the various bargains which had been 
made with cut-throats and poisoners to take away 
his life. " I am in the hands of God," be bbIA; 
" myworldlygoods and my life have longsinee been 
dedicated to His service. He will dispose of n 
seems best for His glory and my salvation." 
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p s Ban" was not isBued 
im. Its firBt-fruita were 
f di played on Sunday, March 
-18th 1582, when the Prince 
[ Orange and a large party of 
n noblemen dined at the Duke of 
'Arjou'fl palace. On rising from 
table, as he led the way from tbe dining-room, 
a pistol was fired at him. The ball entered the 
neck nnder the right ear, paBsed through the roof J 
of the mouth, and came out under the left jaw- ■ 
bone, carrying with it two teeth. The pistol had 
been held so near that the liair and beard of the 
Prince were set on fire. The crime was a com- 
mercial Epcculation. A Spanish merchant of 
Antwerp, on the verge of bankruptcy, had entered 
into a contract, which Philip Lad signed with hia 
D hand, and sealed with his seal, according to 
■ r 2 




vhioh Anastro was, within a certain time, lo 
take the hfe of the Frince of Orange, for -which 
he was to receive eighty thousand ducate and 
the Cross of St. Jago. 

For eighteen days the Prince's life hung in 
continual doubt. Hia recovery, which seemed 
miraculous, was the Eubject of univereal thanks- 
giving and joy. At a festival in Bruges, held at 
the inauguration of Anjou as Count of Flanders, 
an attempt was made to poison him and the Prince 
of Orange. Two men, an Italian and a Spaniard, 
at the instigation of Parma, hadundertakenit. Ou 
itsfailnreandtheirdetection.theltahau committed 
suicide, and the Spaniard was executed at Paris. 

It would have been well if the ill-succesa of these 
attempts had prevented a repetition of them. 
But the intention to take William's life, and thus 
earn the promised guerdon, being shared by 
many, the attempts were fi-equent. In the sum- 
mer of 1584, the Prince was living at Delft, 
where his fourth wife, Louisa de CoUgni, had 
given birth to a son, afterwards the celebrated 
Stadtholder, Frederic Henry. The news of Anjou's 
death reached him ou Sunday morning, July 8tb, 
by a special despatch from the French Court. 
The Prince, who had not risen, caused the mes. 
senger to be summoned, that ho might heai* from 
hia mouth some particular details of the Duke's 
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last iUiieEa. The courier, who called himsel 
Francis GuioD, had early in the epring claimer 
and received the Prince's protection, as an ardent 
tidherent of the reformed faith, and Eon of a Pro- 
testant, who had suffered death at Eesaui;on for 
his religion. He was twenty- a even years of age, 
and was regulEirly seen waltdng to sermon and 
lecture, with Bible and hjmn-book under his arm. 
All this, however, was but a TeQ assumed by 
theprofoundest hypocrisy of adaringanddesperate 
eoul, for the purpose of more effectually concealing 
a loDg-cheriBhed and terrible purpose. His real 
name was Balthazar Gt:rard, and his father and 
mother were living at Villefons, in Bui'gundy. 
Ue was a fanatical Catholic, and in youth had 
formed the design of murdering the Prince of 
Orange as a rebel and a heretic. As soon as 
Pliilip's proclamation or "Ban" appeared, be 
came to Luxembourg, and from thence proceeded 
to TreveB, where he confided his plan to the 
Ite^gent of the Jesuits' College, who expressed his 
high approbation of it, gave Lim his blessing, and 
promised that if his life should be EacriSced, be 
bbculd be enrolled among the martyrs. He next 
consulted the Prince of Parma, who had long 
been looking for some one to undertake the deed. 
Parma sent Lis confidential councillor, D'Asson- 
Tille, to the stranger, to learn the details of the 



1 70 



CHAPTBB YUI. 



scheme. Gerard, aa teqaested by D'Assonville. 
drew up the particulars of his plan in writing. 
Farma, on receiving the document, authorized 
his emissary to encourage GOrard in hie attempt, 
and to promise him that, in case of euccess, the 
reward should he given him, and to his heirs if 
he lost his life. Witli such counsel and encourage- 
ment, Gerard came to Delft, told his faJse taJe Ut 
Villere, the chaplain and intimate friend of Orange, 
and obtained a post in the suite of a nobleman 
just Betting out on a special mission to the Duke 
of Anjou, in France. On the Duke's death, he 
gained permission to carry this important intel- 
ligence to the Prince of Orange. 

The deepatches having been intniEtedtohim.he 
travelled poet to Delft ; and, to hia astonishment, 
the letters had hardly been delivered, when he was 
summoned to the chamber of the Prince. His 
intended victim lay unarmed, alone, in bed, before 
the man who for seven long years had thirsted for 
his blood. But the Prince was too deeply inter- 
estedin the despatcbeajust brought, andthereflec- 
tlons awakened by them, to notice any Qnsh of 
excitement In the countenance of the moBsenger 
which might have awakened Buspicion ; and the 
opportunity had come too suddenly on G-.'rard to 
be of any avail. He was unaiToed, and had formed 
no plan of escape. After having commtuiioatecL 
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conducted himself at table ^itli his usual olieer- 
fuloess, conversing affably with the burgomastei 
of LeeuwardGn, the only gnest present at the 
family dinner. At two o'clock the company rose 
from table. The Prince led the way, intending to 
pass to the apartments above. He had just begnn 
to ascend the Btair, when, from an obscure arch 
in the vestibule, through which he had passed, s 
man emerged, and, standing within a foot or two 
of him, discharged a pistol full at his heart. 
Three buHeta entered hia body, one of which 
passed through liim, and struck with violence 
the wall beyond. The Prince exclaimed in French, 
" my God, have mercy on my soul! my God, 
have mercy on this poor people ! " These were 
the last words be ever spoke, save that when Ms 
sister, Catherine of Schwartzburg, immediately 
afterwards asked him if he commended his aoul to 
Jesus Christ, be faintly answered, " Yes." In & 
few minutes he breathed hia last, in the anns o£ 
his wife and sister. 

The murderer fled, and had almost escaped; 
he bad nearly reached the ramparts, whence he 
intended to have leaped into the moat, when be 
stumbled over a heap of mbhish. As he roee, 
he was seized by several persons who had pursued 
him from the house. A couple of bladdei-s and a 
piece of pipe were found on him, with whidi 
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had purposed to smm the moat, bey ond vhich a 
horse was waiting for him. He boldly avowed 
himself and hia deed. Oa his esaminai^iou 
he expressed neither regret nor depression, 
but a calm exultation. He had discharged three 
poisoned balls into the Prince's stomach, and ha 
knew that the result must be fatal. Such was 
the fury of the people against the wretch who had 
destroyed the father of their country, that, before 
hid execution, he was subjected to the most 
horrible tortures ; and William the Silent was no 
longer living to intercede for him, as he had often 
done for those who assailed hia life. 

The still more guilty accomplices of Gerard 
were out of the reach of human justice. Their 
eompheitv was shown after the crime, as well as 
before it. At the recommendation of Parma, the 
rewords promised by Phihp to the man who 
should murder Orange, were paid to the heirs of 
the assassin. Certainly, if "the age of chivalry 
is past," we may as well be consoled for its 
departure, since, while it lasted, such famous 
knights as the hero of Lepanto, and his nephew, 
Pavma, the most accomplished captain of his age, 
could be active in prompting and rewarding the 
assassination of a pohtical adversary ; and when 
the most chivalrous nation in Europe had for its 
roonarch one who promised and bestowed a 
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pecnniaiy reward, and prostitulcd the honours of 
Spaniali nobility, aa the meed of bucL an act. 
Had not the chivalry of Spain already become 
effete and worthless, through tlie imbecile bigotry 
of the government, and the gloomy ferocity 
of the Inquisition, the ridicule of Cflrvantes 
would not so easily have extinguished it. How 
could it be expected that Spain should produce 
heroes, wheu she had consented to the extirpation 
from her soil of the true and dauntlesB champions 
of the Cross? AVe believe, however, that her 
people are capable of better things. Within onr 
own remembrance, tbey rejected the yoke of the 
Gallic invader; and have now thrown ofE the 
domination of the priesthood, together with the 
degenerate Bourbon dynasty. 

William was fifty-one years of age at the time 
of his death. Less than a century after that 
event, one of his descendants was the choeen 
instrument of Providence for thwarting the design 
of a French Bourbon, to estabhsh a univerBal 
empire; and for delivering onr own country from 
the double yoke of Popery and despotism, with 
■which she was menaced. Louisa Juliana. 
Wilham'a daughter, by Charlotte of Bourbon, 
was wife of the Elector Palatine, and grandmother 
of Sophia, Electress of Brunswick, the mol 
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George I., King of Great Britain ; so that, tlirongh 
the honse of Eranswick, another deaoendant of 
■William the Silent now reigns over these Isles 
and this Empire, — Her Gracious Majesty, Qaeea 
Tiotoria ; whom God long preserve ! 

William's death prevented the union of all the 
Netherlands in one State, which, had he lived, 
he might have accomplished. No longer keptin 
check by his connBcls and influence, the ambi- 
tion of the Flemish nobility, the hostility of the 
Prelates, and the consummate ability of Parma, 
succeeded in rendering permanent the separation 
of the southern and Bomanist Provinces from the 
northern confederacy. 

WiUiam was in person above the common 
height, and of a robust constitution. His men- 
tal faculties were of the highest order; he pos- 
Bessed the qualities which constitute the great 
commander, and many of his exploits attest his 
practical military skill. He was the first states- 
man of his age ; and, as a speaker, his command 
of an audience was then unrivalled. But his 
greatest praise was his piety: he was a tho- 
roughly religioiia man. Belying on the Diviuo 
goodness, he encountered danger with a smile, 
and endured anxiety, privation, and toil, with a 
serenity which nothing conld interrapt. In libi 
rality of sentiment, he wae faibeibre the times ia 
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wliich he lived. He was the champion of reli* 
gious liberty for all. He bore the weight of a 
people's griefs with a cheerful countenance; and 
the people trusted and loved him. The little 
children in the streets wept for his death. His 
philosophic and statesman-like prudence in early 
life had established for him one claim to remem- 
brance, as "William the Silent;'* but his pa- 
triotic services in after years won for him a dearer 
title, and a higher claim to renown. His life 
and labours had given freedom to his country, 
and established on a secure basis her indepen- 
dence and prosperity. He was the guiding star 
of a brave and virtuous nation, and will ever be 
recognised by mankind as " William the Deli- 
verer. " 
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Mn. Better Ann Hogers. ISnia. Frlso Is. M. 
Cheap Edition, £o;ii1 33mD, Ptlos lOd. 

Rogers (Mrs.) The Experience, Letters, and Journal of 

sdgeB. Prion la. 6d. 

Smith (J.) Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Labours 

ol the Rot. John Smith. B; tha Rev. B. TuEFPBy, Jon. Withjm 
iotroductor; Euar by the Rec. Dr. Bixos. Ra>nl IBmo. Price Sa. 
Cheap Edition, without tha iDtioductaty Eiiay. Price Ig. 

Stoner (D.) Memoirs of the Rev. Dayid Stoner, By 



CheBp Edition. Royal 3Zmo. Price la. 

Taokaberry (F.) The Life and Labours of the Rev. 

Foage; Tucliiiben? ; with Notiaea of Mcthudism in Ireland. By the 
Rei. H, HvsTOS. Second Edition. CroHU Hvo. Price ii. 






10 PtlBLICATIONS OF 

Treffry (fl,) Memoirs of the Rev. R. Treffry, Jun. 

With Select Bennins. uonMBtine of Fketohos of aeiniolu. Esufi. and 
Poetij. By hia PolliBr, the Ror. KicHiED TRErFBi, With a Portrait. 
ISmo. Price tB.Bd. 

Turner (N.) The Pioneer Missionary; or, the Life of 

tha Rer. Nnthaniol TomaF, Uissionuy in Hen Zealuid, Tonga, ul 
Austnluia. B; his Son, tlie BeT. J. Q. Tdbbie. Crown Sto. With 
Portrait, Price 5s. 

Watson (R.) Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the 

lti>T. RioliudTCiiteoD. BytheUei. THOUAaJxcBSDn. WithaPortiuL 
Eoyal ISmo. Pries 3a. M. Svo. Price 6a. 

'esley (C.) 7Ae Life of tlie Rev. Charles Wesley. 

Compriainif aBevienof hia Poetrji SkAtche^ of tlie Eisg u^d Progress 
of Uethodism ; vith Notjoes nt Con temporary EventB and CharMten, 
By the Boi. Taojiis JiOKSOB. With n Portjoit. Uojnl IBmo. Priee 



Wesley (C.) The Journal of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

Wilh aelflctiona Irom liia rorreapondenee and Poatrj, and no Intro- 
dactliin bf the Rev. TBOuta Jicieov. T«d Tola. Royal ISmo. 

Wesley (J.) The Life of the Rev. John Wesiey. Bj the 
Wesley (J.) The Journals of the Rer. John Wesley. 
Wesley (J.) His Life and his Work. By the Rev. M. 

Lelikvek, Tnmslotad by the Eev. A. J, Tubscb. With a Portrait, 
CrowiiB.o. Price 3s. 

West (f, .4.) Memorials of the Rev. Francis A. West. 



Wood (J.) The Life of the Rev. Joseph Wood. Wilh.- 

tracta from hia Diary, By the Eev. H. W. WiLLuvi 
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NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 
ITABLE FOn SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND REWARDS! 



Bleby (H.) The Stolen Children: A Narrative eom- 

"Death Struggles qI Blsvery." Foolscip Bto., cloth, gilt aig^e. with 
niuBtraHona. Price 2». 6iJ. 

Brings (F. W.) Chequer Alley: A Story of Successful 

ductdon by the Bev. W. Aetitob, M.A, Ninth EditioQ. Fnolscap 8vo. 
Price Is. 6d. 

Liihtwood (E.) Ancient Egypt: Its Monuments, Wor- 
ship, and People. B; the Oer, EowiBn Liohtwood. BoynJ ISmo., 

Montfort {Utile.) Incidents In my Sunday-School Life. 

Bj LiLliE MoFTFOHT. Author of " Mj Class toe JeanB." Foolamp 
Bvo, Price 2b. 



Tatham (f,) The Dream of Pythaiaras, and Other 

Foemii. By Ehui TiTR.u. Fifth Edition, with Addltiomil Fieces, 
und n MEMOIR, by the Kev. B. Obeookt. Author of the ■' Thorough 
Busiuesi Mnn," etc. Crown 8ro., cloth. Pries Ss. Sd. Freimh 
Unrooro. extra gilt, and gilt edges. Price 7h. Sd. 

Thomas (J. W.) The Tower, the Temple, and the 

Mlneter : HiBtorioal uid Biognpbiisl ReminiBcences of the Tower of 
London, St. Paul's Catbcdml, and WEstmmater Abbey. By the Bev. 
J. W. Tbohis. Foolscap Sio. IllQBtrBtod. Price £s. 

Thomas {J. W.) William the Silent: A Biographical 

Stndy. By the &e<. J. W. Tqcius. Fooli 



1( PUBLICATIONa OF 

Sketches from My School-Room. By the Daughter of 

WeBWan UiniBUr. ISmo. Pries la. 

Smith (B.) Climbing! A Manual for the Young who 

ilEiire to rise in Botli WnrldH. CrowQ gio., olath eitn. Fourth 
Editian. BeciKland Enliitged. Price Si. 6d. 

Smith (B.) The Power of the Tongue; or, Chapters 

(or TalkctB. By the Eoi.Bemjimis Smiik, Crown Svd. PrioflSi.Sd. 

Smith (6.) Sunshine In the Kitchen ; or, Chapters for 

Huid 8arva.nte. By the Rev. Bekjahia Shub, Author of "TioB' 
Boydty," " Climbiai;," etc. Cnivm Bvo. Numeraoa IlluatiHtiDBi. 

Smith (S,) Vice-Royalty : or, Counsels respeotlng 

Goyernment o( the Hearts addressed espodall}' Co Tonus Men. 3} 

Smith (T.) Youths of the Old Testament By the B«t. 

Tbobbmt SsITB. ISmo. Price 3b. 

Smith (T.) The Holy Child Jesus ; or, the Early Life of 

CliriBt: Viewed in connection with the Hlatoij. Chronolosj, ind 
ArchBolugj of the TiniBB. Fooljcop 8vo. PricoSs. 

W&liter {T. H.) Which Is Best? or, Cottage Sketches 

Irom BbbI Life. Bj the Kev. T. H, Walhek, Bojul IBmo. FriseJa.U. 

WailcBr (7". H.) Gems of Piety in Humble Life. By tlu 

Be*. T. H. 'Wtt.IEB. Bojnl ISmo. Price Si. 

Walker (T. //.) Youthful Obiigations; or, the Dutlei 

which Yonng People owe to God, to thehr Parmts, to tiiair Br 
and Siaten, to IlieuselTeB. and to Society. HJaBbrBtea b; b. 
MuraberofApproprinta Facte nndAiiecdotes. Eoyut IGmo. Price Sk.Sd. 

Watson (fl.) Conversations for the Young. BesignedtQ 

protnoU the Piofiuible leading of the H0I7 BflriptaieB. Bojal " 



^ FlTBLISHl 



FDBUSRED AT THE WESLETAN CONFEEENCE OFFICE, 

ISFLE-BTREET. cm-WHl, iBa.VKmVSKJ^J 



THE WESLEY iN CONFERENCE OFFfCE. 
NOW PUBLISHING, in Eoiat 32llo. 

THE METHODIST FAMILY LIBRARY. 



. JOHN NELSON. 
i. The Experience and Spiritual Letters 



ofMBa. HESTER ANN ifOOEliS . 



5. A Memoir of Mr. WILHAK CABVOS80. 



Life of UrB. TSART FLSTCHSB. 
Written b; HBRSELf. Ediwdby Ebv. Hksui Mookk 
7. Tie Life of the Bov. JOHN PLBTOHRE, 



S. Prayer: Secret, Social, and Extempore, being 
a Tteutiee oii Ssocet nnd Suci&l Prsyur. By the 
ReT. R. Tkefpbi, Son.i also A HELP TO EX- 
TBSIFOBE PBATEU. Bjtha Bev. Joseph Woup 

Q. A Uemolr of the Bev. DAVID STONBB : 
■ ■" 'rom Ilia Diary ond EpiBtolar: ~ 



Bjtl 



y. Jobs 



a ma Mi. 



I. Entire HanotlfloatlonAttalnable in thlaL 
baini Jdhh Weslki's ■' FMn AcootiDt of Cbria 
Perfsctioni" and FtEiCHRB's " Praotieil App 
tioa of thii Dootrins to vufioua cIohim of Christia 

t. The Pioneer Bishop : The Life uad Tlm» 
FEANUW ASBURtT By W. P. Sikiceljibd . 
Uemoir of JOSEPH B. SHBEWSBOBT. 
By biB Fatlier, tUe Bo*. W. J. SiIBKWaBUBr 

t. The Christian Hinistar in Eameet: A 

Mamoir of the aiY. WILLIAM BRAMWBLL; 
dobtalmaif Eitnuta froiD hiH CorrtiHpotideDoe, And 
B DelineBtiDii of bis PersonBl sod MinisteriaJ Cho- 

■-Tlii 'Ucllii'dlil Funlly Llbrur' bldi fUr Is Lig Ibc aholi 




w 



WE8LEYAN CONFEEENCB OFTICB POBLTCATIOSB. 



'RICE EIGHTEENPENCE EACH, 

CHEAP EDITION 



OKS. ^ 



LIVES OF 

EAELT METHODIST PEEACHEES, 



Vol. L— Jk Inlroiiucinni Ejmv; 
I CTrirtniiJm- flopiKf, The 



WEITTEN CHIEFLY BY' THEMSELVES. 
REV. THOMAS JACKSON. 

COHrBNTS OF THE VOtUMES. 



Vot. n.— Irirw of /owpS CoitnUi/, Tdomiu CTiom, Thuicnr. IFrigM, I^mai 
HnnbH, JlBMHiw JHHTwr, ICiTliam HuiitjJ-, S»l«rt Boterta, 
Tlunxu FaDtt, and Bic'xiril Roddu. 

Vol. UL—The Lifi mi Daalh 0/ llr. THimat WulA; rHid Ihi ltr« of JbIm 
Unrim and John UoMn. 

Vol rV.— Itp» 0/ JoTm Pauwm, SampMn iSliiniftrfk, Thomoi Im, John 

Vol. v.— liiw 0/ Tluilmt Tavlar. John Fun, Thimlai BmiKn, GHr(« Sta™, 
' ITiUuim Slatk, Wmiam a^nun, and Bic'uird Whaltoat. 

^^ -VaL. VX.— Uwa c>r John VaiUm. GKrgt SJiod/irril, Juiwr BuKnton, Thomiu 
^A - ifrinion, Bsbart tFilMnwii, Simsmtn Ehodu, rhnnai Ttmant, 

^^^H Jpkn JU«>, John PrUduiTd, Vatiitm. Aiamt , 

^^^H ASD A GESEEAL INDEX TO TUS SBBIES. 



-■* startling thim ttnt of John N'tilflOTi, few types of 

nintly hnlinraB btb hiKher thm rhomsB Wainh : whUe ThomiiB OBwt 
r_-i — ii-i.-^^ Groorsa Story, and SonitMOD Stnnifortii, Haul a luuiLber or 



er p>xtdfy Tmmofl, ropreaGnt lives of Bucli ioCeDHa eamebtnosq, holiiwBH.. 



Liiilj win tboHi a. I'laca in a. CatlioUo . 



e nig^t."— Bntiih 



